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"Th-a  Todd  Latter"  and  how  it  was  located  and  photographed, 

&t  Z   p.  :.:.  April  14,  1865,  thG  U.  S.  Monitor  "Montauk",  lying  at  her  wharf 
in  the  Washington  iravy  Yard  received  an  official  visit  from  Abraham  Lincoln, 
President  of  the  United  states,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  several  officers 
of  high  rank  in  the  Naval  service.      The  president  was  met  at  the  gang  plank  of 
the  vessel,  and  received  on  board  with  the  appropriate  ceremonies  due  him.  ji.fter 
the  official  inspection  had  been  completed,  the  president  was  introduced  to  the 
officers  and  crew  on  the  "Montauk",  and  during  a  short  speech  of  congratulation, 
he  invited  as  many  of  the  officers  and  crew,  as  could  be  spared,  to  be  present 
at  the  evening  performance  of  "Our  American  cousin",  to  be  given  at  old  Ford's 
Theater,  and  than  left  the  vessel  for  other  duties* 

Th  the  evening,  a  great  throng  was  in  the  theater,  among  which  many  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  "Montauk"  were  scattered*     Among  them,  in  a  seat 
directly  opposite  the  presidential  Box,  sat  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Todd,  the  surgeon  of  the 
vessel,  who  witnessed  the  entrance  otf  the  presidential  party,  and  the  terrible 
tragody,  that  took  place  during  the  -evening.   The  Commander  of  the  "Montauk" 
was  also  present,  and  witnessed  the  assassination.  He,  at  once,  took  charge  of 
the  theater,  and  ordered  Dr.  Todd  to  give  the  news  to  the  people  of  the  nation 
and  to  the  world  generally.   Dr.  Todd  carried  out  his  orders,  and  in  the  early 
morning  returned  to  the  ship.   While  all  of  the  details  of  the  assassination 
were  fresh  in  his  mind,  he  sat  down  at  his  desk,  and  wrote  to  his  brother,  Mr. 
Henry  p.  Todd,  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Spencerport,  IT.  Y.    The  letter  was 
carefully  preserved  and  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Harfcy  S.  Todd,  a  member  of 
the  Rochester,  IT.  Y.  Bar. 

Mr,  John  Hoffman,  a  clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  Disbursements,  at  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Building,  Baltimore,  Md. ,  knew  that  a  fellow  clerk, 
Mr.  E.  L.  Bangs,  was  a  collector  of  Lincolniana,  and  mentioned  the  existence  of  j 
this  letter  to  him..    Mr.  Bangs,  at  once,  suggested  that  it  would  be  well  to  get 
the  letter  and  have  photo,  negatives  made  of  it,  so  that  if  anything  happened  to 
the  original,  the  copies  would  still  be  in  existence  and  the  subject  matter  of 
the  letter  be  available*   Mr.  Hoffman's  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Florence  Todd,,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Geo.  B.  Todd,  the  author  of  the  letter,  was  told 
to  secure  the  loan  of  the  letter  from  her  cousin,  Mr.  Harry  Todd,  of  Rochester, 
with  a  portrait  of  Dr.  Todd  and  a  view  of  the  gun-room  of  the  "Montauk",  and  in 
due  time,  the  negatives  were  made  and  the  letter  and  pictures  returned  to  their 
oustodian.   The  thanks  of  all  concerned  in  studying  the  life  of  Lincoln  and 
those  who  collect  Lincolniana  are  gratefully  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffman 
for  their  work  in  securing  the  loan  of  the  letter,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  a  val- 
uable addition  to  the  facts  concerning* 'the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Since  the  copies  were  made,  it  has  been  found  that  the  gun  room  of  the  "Mon~ 
tauk"  as  shown  in  the  print,  is  the  room  where  the  body  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  was 
taken  after  his  capture  and  death.,  and  the  autopsy  on  his  body  performed,  with 
Dr.  Todd  as  one  of  the  surgeons  wfce  performed  the  autopdy. 

I  Certify  that  the  facts  as  related  concerning  the  locating  and  copying  of 
the  letter  and  pictures  are  correct  in  every  detail,  and  I  have  the  negatives 
as  described  in  my  possession  at  this  time* 


Signed -A- 


"The  Todd  Letter"  and  how  it  was  located  and  photographed, 
_ — — _  ^  - 

4t  2  p.  m.  April  14,  1865,  the  u.  s.  Monitor  "Montauk" ,  lying  at  her  wharf 
in  the  Washington  navy  yard  received  an  official  visit  from  Abraham  Lincoln, 
president  of  the  United  states,  accompanied  by  Lirs.  Lincoln  and  several  officers 
of  high  rank  in  the  Naval  service.      The  president  was  met  at  the  gang  plank  of 
the  vessel,  and  received  on  board  with  the  appropriate  ceremonies  due  him,  After 
the  official  inspection  had  been  completed,  the  president  was  introduced  to  the 
officers  and  crew  on  the  "Montauk",  and  during  a  short  speech  of  congratulation, 
he  invited  as  many  of  the  officers  and  crew,  as  could  be  spared,  to  be  present 
at  the  evening  performance  of  "Our  American  Cousin",  to  be  given  at  old  Ford's 
Theater,  and  then  left  the  vessel  for  other  duties. 

Th  the  evening,  a  great  throng  was  in  the  theater,  apong  which  many  of  the 
officers  and  crow  of  the  "Montauk"  were  scattered*     A^ong  them,  in  a  seat 
directly  opposite  the  Presidential  Box*  sat  Dr.  GQO*  g,#  Todd,  the  surgeon  of  the 
vessel,  who  witnessed  the-  entrance  otf  the  presidential  party,  and  the  terrible 
tragedy,  that  toOk  place  during  the -evening.   The  Commander  of  the  MMontauk" 
was  also  present,  and  witnessed  the  assassination.  He,  at  once,  took  charge  of 
the  theater,  and  ordered  Br.  Todd  to  give  the  news  to  the  people  of  the  nation 
and  to  the  world  generally.   Dr.  Todd  carried  out  his  orders,  and  in  the  early 
morning  returned  to  the  ship.   While  all  of  the  details  of  the  assassination 
ware  fresh  in  his  mind,  he  sat  down  at  his  desk,  and  wrote  to  his  brother,  Mr. 
Henry  p.  Todd,  a  resident  of  the  town  of  spencerport,  u.  Y.    The  letter  was 
carefully  preserved  and  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Har*y  S-  Todd,  a  member  of 
the  Rochester,  n.  Y.  Bar, 

Mr,  John  Hoffman,  a  clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  Disbursements,  at  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Building,  Baltimore,  Md, ,  knew  that  a  fellow  clerk, 
Mr,  E.  L.  Bangs,  was  a.  collector  of  Lincolniana,  and  mentioned  the  existence'of 
this  letter  to  him..    Mr.  Bangs,  at  once,  suggested  that  it  would  be  well  to  get 
the  letter  and  have  photo,  negatives  made  of  it,  so  that  if  anything  happened  to 
the  original,  the  copies  would  still  be  in  existence  and  the  subject  matter  of 
the  letter  be  available*  Mr*   Hoffman's  wife,  who  before  her  marriage  was  Miss 
Florence  Todd,,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Geo,  B,  Todd,  the  author  of  the  letter,  was  told 
to  secure  the  loan  of  the  letter  from  her  cousin,  Mr.  Harry  Todd,  of  Rochester, 
with  a  portrait  of  Dr,  Todd  and  a  view  of  the  gun-room  of  the  «»Montauk",  and  in 
due  time,  the  negatives  were  made  and  the  letter  and  pictures  returned  to  their 
oustodian.   The  thanks  of  all  concerned  in  studying  the  life  of  Lincoln  and 
those  who  collect  Lincolniana  are  gratefully  extended  to  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Hoffman 
for  their  work  in  securing  *;ha  loan  of  the  letter,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  a  val- 
uable addition  to  the  facts  concerning"  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln* 

Since  the  copies  were  made,  it  has  been  found  that  the  gun  room  of  the  "Mon- 
tauk" as  shown  in  the  print,  Is  the  room  where  the  body  of  John  Wilkes  Booth  was 
taken  after  his  capture  and  death.,  and  the  autopsy  on  his  body  performed,  with 
Br,  Todd  as  one  of  the  surgeons  wtee-  performed  the  autopdy. 

I  Certify  that  the  facts  as  related  concerning  the  locating  and  copying  of 
the  letter  and  pictures  are  correct  in  every  detail,  and  I  have  the  negatives 
as  described  in  my  possession  at  this  time. 


Signed 4-i*. 


I 


The    Todd  letter, and  how    it;   can»    to  "be   photogrpphed. 

On  the  Morning  of  April  14, 1865, the  decks  of  the  U.S. Monitor, 
"Montauk"  lying  at  her  wharf  in  the  Washington,D.C.Navy  yard,were  scene 
of  activity, at  a  visit  from  President  Lincoln  had  been  announced, and 
the  ship  must  be  in  perfect  condition  when  he  arrived.  Shortly  after 
11.00  AM  the  president  accompanied  by  Ifrs .Lincoln  and  their  party  ar- 
rived and  as  he  stepped  on  board  the  guns  of  the  Montauk  boomed  out  the 
Presidential  salute.  After  lfc».and  lfc»s  Lincoln  had  been  introduced  to 
the  officers  of  the  vessel,©  very  through  inspection  was  made.  This  was 
followed  by  a  general  reception  of  the  members  of  the  crew  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Linooln,durint  which  it  was  stated  that  the  President  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln  were  to  attend  the  performance  at  Old  Ford's  Theatre  that  night 
and   that   the  members  of  the    crow  were  invited*  to  attend. 

In  the  evening  a  great  audience  had  assembled  at  t  he  theatre  and 
members  of  the  crew  of  the  Mont  auk  were  very  much  in  evidence  among  the 
people.  Dr.  Geo. B.Todd  t-he  Sir  go  on  of  the  Montauk  was  one  of  those  who 
was  in  attendance  and  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  seat  very 
near  the  Presld  ntial  Box, from  which  he  could  see  not  only  the  perforata 
manee  but  *11  that  would  transpire  in  the  Presidential  Box.  On  this 
account  he  was  a  witness  of  the  great  tragedy  the  assassination  of  the 
President, and  in  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  his  Commanding 
Officer  went  to  the  nearest  telegraph  office, and  sent  out  the  first 
official  news  of  the  tragedy  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world* 

When  he  returned  to  his   ship  early  the  ne^xt  morning  he   sat  down  ar 
and  wrote  a   letter  to  his  brother  describing  in  a  very  graphic  mamer 
the  terrible   tragedy.  v  His  brother  Mr.   Henry  PtTodd  was  a  resident  of 
Spencerport  Now  York.     Mr,   Todd  realizing  that  at  some   future  time  jthe 
letter  would  become   a  valuable     document  took  the  best    of   care  of  the 
letter  and  finally  gave   it  to  his    son  Mr.   Harry  S  Todd  a  prominent 
member  of  the  bar   in  Rochester , Now  York, 

Mr.   John  Hoffman, a   clerk  in  the   Office  of   the  Office   of  the 
Auditor  Disbursements, (Whose  wife,Bfc»s  Florence   Hoffman  is  a  daughter 
of  Dr.   Todd)  of  the  Baltimore    VOhio  Railroad  in  Baltimore  know   that 
a  fellow  clerk, lfc».  E.L.Bangs  was  a  student   and  collector  of  things 
oertaining  to  Abraham  Lincoln  and   gave  him  full  particulars   of   the 
letter  of  Dr.   Todd.        *&•  Bangs    suggested   to  pj*».   Hoffman  that   it  would 
be  an  excellent   idea   to  have  the  letter  photographed  along  with  Dr, 
To*df»  portrait, and  at   ife»  .Hoffman's  suggestion  lfc»s  •   Hoffman  secured 
the   letter  with  the    privilege   of  haing  it    amd  her  father's  portrait 
copied  also  a  viow  of  the  Montauk' s  Gun  Room.  Four   negatives, one  for 
each  page   of  the   letter  were  made, one  of  Dr.  Todd's  picture  and  the 
view  of   the   gunroom  of   the  Montauk.         A  good  set  of  negatives  wag 
made  and  t  he   original  letters   and  pictures  returned  to  the   owners, 
with  several  sets  of   the  photoprints,  and   to  Mr.  and   Jfrs  Hoffman,whose 
iindness  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all  concerned.   Sineo  the 
negatives  were  made  it  has  been  found  that  after  the  body  of  John 
Wilkes  Booth  .was   taken  from  the  place  where  he  met  his  death, it  was 
taken  to  the  TSsxhington  wavy  Yard  and  carried  aboard  the  Montauk, and 
that  the  autopsy  was  performed  in  the  Gun  Room  of  the  vessel  the  room 
which  a     ears   in  the  set.I¥om  there  the  body  of   Booth  was  brought  to 
Baltimore, and  immediately   upon  its   arrival  was  carried  to  Greenmount 
Cemetery  where  at  midnight   it  was  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave. 

This   letter  written  under    the  circumstances  which  have  been  de- 
scribed,  is   authority  of  the  most  acceptable   possible    in  giving  to 
people    and  to  the  world   generally  the  exact  facts  concerning  the 
assassanation  *#  of  Abraham  Lincoln  the  Great  Emaoncipator.       £<o 

I  Hereby  sertify  that    fscts  as  related  are    true    in  every  detail 


1T.t>.      Since    the    account   of   how    the   Todd    letter    came   to   "be    copied 
it  has  "been  found  that  the  U.S. Monitor  Montauk's  Cr\xn  room  was 
where    the    "body   of   John  Y»ilkes  Booth, was   taken  after  the    capture 
and   death, and  that    in  the  room  shown  in   the   print, the  Autopsy 
on   the   body  was   performed,  with  Dr. Todd   as    one   of  the    surgeons 
present..      Also   it  has   de  ve  lope  d   that    The   presidents  Wife, 
was   a   first    cousin  of  Dr. Todd. 


J0.000  n-it-22  JOO  F   K— Spl 

ahr  ^Baltimore  and  (LHiia  j&ailruai)  Company 

1 


Ovl'cj,'o».l       'V?    SoVt 


OFFICE      AUDITOR      OF      DISBURSEMENTS 
a.      H.     PRYOR.  BALTIMORE,     MD 


AUDITOR    Of     OI«BuR«CMCMTS 

W.      HILL. 
asst     auditor   of   d>»iuriimknti 


April  25th,1923 


IN   REPLYING   QUOTE   FILE   NO 

Hon,   Daniel  Fish, 

New  York   Life   Puilding, 

Minneapolis  ,Minn. 
Dear  Sir  i- 

Dr.  William  £  .Barton, Poster   of  Oak  Park,  Illinois  ^Pixrnt  | 

Congregational  Church, has  requested  m»   to  send  you  the  enclosed  piece 
of  old  Chestnut  Eood  which  I  have  turned ,"The  Lincoln  Rail"*  Accompany- 
ing it  is  b   ateteraent  explaining  how  X  cam*  to  have  the  larger  portion 
in  my  posse salon, and  also  a  copy  of   the  statement  that  ««*»«  with  the 
>lece  of   wood  when  it  was  sent  to  so.  This  cones  to  yon  as  a  gift, pure 
and  simple  toge  ther  f*  ith  the  statements  concerning  it*     Dr*  Par  ton  has 
a  portion  of  it  in  his   collection* 

When  X  sent  the  relic  to  Dr*  Barton,  X  enclosed  another 
statement  regarding  the  finding  and  copying  of  "The  Todd  Letter"  and 
stated  that  this   "Todd   Letter  set  consisting  of  4  prints, one  for  each  of 
the  fotr  pages  of  the  letter, a  view  of  the  U.i>.i*bntauk,and  a  copy  of  an 
old  war  tins     portrait  of  Dr*  Todd,  -  6  prints  in  alX,were  for  sale  by 
n*>  at  $1*29  the  set  postpaid*     Put  that  I  would  be  glad  to  receive 
anything  of  interest  to  a  Lincoln  Collector  in  exchange*     So  X  asi  en*      i 
closing  the  statement  regarding  the  Todd  letter  to  yon  with  the  sane 
•iCwSncM  information, that  is   the  sale  of  the  six  prints  at  $1.26  or 
something  in  exchange  for  them*  If  you  do  not  care  to  have  them,wiXX 
you  kindly  at  your  leisure  return  the  Todd  Letter  Statement  to  met 

During  my  life  of  almost  60  years,  I  have  had  many  hotovlee,but  no 
study  seems  to  bring  to  me  the  cams  complete  catlsf action  that  the  stud; 
of  the  Life  and  times  of  Abraham  Lincoln  bringc,and  the  more  X  know  of 


<•     ) 

Abraham  Lincoln,  the  more  his  greatness  fjjjjii  b«oon»e.     Z  h«ve  quite 

*  collection  of  Lincolninna.  to  which  Z  am  oonet*ntly  sddlng* 

320  Medals  Of  verious  metals 

500  Quinary  Pott  cares 

60     Photo  Post  e*rd» 

50    Leather  or  oloth  bound  volute**  of  books  concerning  him 

100  oloth  and  paper  bound  volumes  and  pamphlet*  • 

**«y  magawlna*  and  miscellaneous   it«a»*  and  very  many  portraits*  It  ke 

hae  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  able  to  take  my  post  oard  oamera  with 

no  on  My  trlpa  es  Speed  **eoorder  Znepeotor  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  RR 

System,  and  Z  have  my  own  negative*  more  or  lea  a  good*  of  moat  of  the 

noted  monuments  of  him  in  the  *sstem  part  of  thla  oountry* 

The  St*  Oaudene  at  Chioago#Zlls* 

The  Lincoln  monument  at  Lincoln  How  Jersey* 

The  Lincoln  Cooper  Square  tNow  York 

The  Wllklnsburg  Statue  at  Pittsbirgh  on  The  Lincoln  Highway 

Th*  Llnooln  Motor  Works  Llnooln  at  M»troit* 

The  sitting  Lincoln  NewarkflUJ* 

statu*  of  the  Enanolpatlon  Washington,  l>.c#      4  view* 

The  Connelly  In  ita  old  position  at  the  Old  City  %11  Washington  D.G* 

ditto    *       "  present     *  ditto     (Temporary) 

And  when  the  Connelly  Is  rododloated  on  June  21st,  Z  ejipeet  to  at  the  si 
services*       T»ut  Z  must  close.  Z  will  be  very  glad  to  h«  r  from  you* 

Very  respectfully  yours 

E*L#Bftngs 

Ho*  Id  Rueokert  Avenue 

Baltimore* (Hamilton)  Maryland* 


Baltimore , Maryland, 

kay   19th, 1923. 

Mr.   Louis   A. Warren, 
Morgpnfield,   ^ntucky. 
Dear    Mr,  Warren*  - 

Your  very  good  letter   of  recent  date  received. 
An  very  glad   to   hear   from  you, and  thank  you  for   accepting  my  otftfer. 
The   four      Titles   sent  by  you  under    separate   cover,   came    in  yester- 
day  P.M. Hail, and    I   am  indeed, very  glad   to  get   them  and  add    them  to- 
my   collection  of  Lincolniana. 

Enclosed  you  will  find   the   6   prints   of   the  Todd 
letter  s  et, which  I   hope  will  please   you.      I   am  adding  a   print  of 
the    Lincoln  Funeral  Gar.      This   is  from  my  own  negative, which  was 
made   direct  from  a  print  made   from  the    original  negative.    If  any- 
thing,my  reproduction  is   a  better  view   of  the   car   than  the   print 
o      the    original.  You  will  also  find   the  $1»00  enclosed.     Regarding  Mrs 
Harding, would  say   that  after   I  had  received   the   piece   of  rail  from 
the  daughter , accompanied  "by     her   letter  announcing  the   death  of  her 
nother  and  enclosing   the   statement  in  Mrs.    ^rding's   handwriting,    I 
wrote   to  obtain  what   information  I   could, "but   could  get  nothing  except 
th?t  Mrs.    Harding's  FatheriyMr.    Henry  H.Hall  was  a   Kentuckian  by  birth 
whose   father   moved   to   '-'airOjWhen  he(Mr.    Hall)  was   still  a   boy, and 
that  he  kept  a    large   general   store    there  when  Lincoln  was  a    candidate 
for    the  Presidency, belonging  to  the  Local  Wide -Awakes.    This   was  all 
my   inquiries   developed. 

Three    or    four   weeks  ago   I  made  a   special   trip   over 


(      2      ) 

to  Washington  D.C.  with  my  wife,   Our    objective   point  was  the   Great 
Memorial,    The   day  was    ideal, and   the  trip   over   to  Washington, and   from 
Union  Station  by   trolley  too  wihhin  about   5  blocks    from   the   Memorial 
very  enjoyable.      Before    going  I  knew   that   Post    cards  galore, and  some 
of  the    large    so-called   "Lucky   Pennies"  with  Lincoln  on  one   side   could 
be   obtained. So   I   had  written  to  about   all   of  my   Lincoln-Collector 
friends, and  brought  back  over   50  of  the    pennies   and  nearly  200  post 
cards.      The  various    lots   contained  4   different   pennies  and   16  differ- 
ent  Lincoln  Post   cards.   Fy  agreement   I  bought   the   pennies   at  50  cts 
each  and   the   post   cards   at  2   for    5  cts.    h  ending   out   to   each  collector 
who  had  ordered   the    lot   the    cost  $2.40  plus   the   insured   per eel  post 
charges   plus   one   car   fare  &  8  cts.    or  a   total  of  about  $2.70  in  all. 
As   I  have  been  an#  employe   of   the  Baltimore    &  Ohio  RR .   for    over   30 
years   I   have    an  annual  pass    covering  all   points   from  Philadelphia, Pa. 
to  Chicago, St .^ouis   Cleveland   Cincinnati,   Etc.      So   that   the  Railroad 
fore   for  myself   and  wife, (who  has  a   pass    just   like  my   own)   did  not 
have    to  be   figured, making  the   oest   of  the    items  which   I   purchased 
as  near  net  as   possible.      If  at  any  time   you  wish  you  to  make   a  pur- 
chase   for   you  under   similar   conditions, I  will  be    glad  to  get  what   I 
can  for   you, as  we  make   a  trip   over   to  the   Capital  City   about    once   in 
every   two  months.      The    trip  to  the    Memorial  was    worth  while.      I  have 
seen  about  all  of   the  noted   statues   of  Lincoln,   but   this    one   in  the 
Washington  Memorial   is   the  best   of    them  all.      The  man  waary, tired   out 
has  dropped   into  his    chair   to  rest, sitting  carelessly  at  ease. the  ft#ft 
noble  face   shows    in  every   line   the  sorrow, the   care   and   the   deep   think- 
ing min.-.   of  the  Emancipator   as   he   gazes    towards   the   Capitol   far   away 
to  the  East.      It   is      face  never    to  beforgottem.      Mrs.   ^angs   told  me 
that  altho,    I   had   collected   for    such  a    long   time, she   had  never   realize! 
just  what   Lincoln  meant   so   fully  as  when  we   stood   before   him,      Over 


(   5    ) 

the  lagoon  is    seen  the   great   cenotaph  of  Washington,   and  the   Capitol 

Washington  Monument  and   The  Lincoln     emorial  are    in  e   direct   straight 

line, while    in  plain*  sight   of   the  menorial  over    in  Old  Virginia    , 

is    the   old  Lee   Mansion  at  Arlington  where   in  the    amphitheatre, is 

America's    Illustrious  men  among  which  lies   the  "body   of  our 

UNKNOWN©     DEAD. 

Gues  you   are    tired   of   this    long  epistle, so   I  will   stop,  with  ###*■£•*#* 

just    a  word   about    my   collection,  which  contains    the    following 

325  medals    in  various   medals     all   of   Lincoln 

250  post   cards 

75  portraits 

100  Photo  post   cards  most  of  them  from  my  own  negatives 

60  hound  hooks 

150  pamphlets    and  may   other  monor   items.      I  have  during  my   life 

* 
always   had  a   hobby, hut  this    study   of  the   Life  and.   Lincoflm  seems   to 

he    of  much  greater   use   and   in  the  end     "brings    its   own  reward  to   the 

student  of      America's  Greatest  ^n.      Now   I  will  close  with  my 

sincere   regards   to  you, and  best  wishes   for   your  greatest  measure    of   s 

success   in  all   of  your   work.     Again  thanking  you  I  ara 

Very   truly  yours 

No.    16  Rueckert  Ave.  Kr      ^         c^St^t 

Baltimore  i Hamilton, ) Mary land 


PERSOHS  PR1SIOT  AT  DEAffl-BSD  07  LIHCOLH 


She  following  persona  were  reported  to  have  been  present  at  the 
death-bed  when  Abraham  Lincoln  passed  away  at  7:22  a.m.,  April  15,  1865: 

Surgeon-General  Barnes 

Secretary  Stanton 

Secretary  Welles 

Secretary  Usher 

General  Speed 

General  Dennison 

Asst*  Secretary  field 

Asst.  Secretary  Otto 

Governor  Oglesby  (Illinois) 

Senator  Sumner 

Secretary  McOullech 

General  Meigs 

General  Augur 

Private  Secretary  John  Hay 

Robert  Lincoln 

General  Ealleok 

Rev,  Fhineas  Gurley 

Dr.  Charles  Saft 

Gol.  Vincent 

Asst.  General  Haynie 
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Facsimile  reproduction  of  the  letter  which  Dr.  George  B.  Todd  wrote  his  brother,  describing  the  great  tragedy  of  April  14,  1865,  which  threv 

the  nation  into  mourning 


